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Message from the Director 
 
May was another great month for Illinois and the Department of 
Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO), with the 
announcement of two manufacturing facility expansions – Wrigley 
Company in Yorkville and Carlisle Construction Materials in 
Greenville, and the relocation and expansion of a California 
manufacturing parts supplier to Galesburg.  

 
DCEO has also been very active promoting our state by participating at major conferences 
and trade shows both here and abroad.  We led a successful small business trade mission 
to an international mining show in Chile, exhibited at the annual Windpower conference to 
thousands of attendees, and are currently preparing for both the MIT Digital Summit and 
BIO International Convention in California in June.  
 
Finally, each month we plan to highlight an Illinois small business success story supported 
through our statewide Small Business Development Centers (SBDC’s). This month’s 
success features GUSCO, a fast growing, silicone rubber products company in Aurora. 
 
Through these efforts and many more, DCEO continues to work hard to create jobs and 
promote economic growth throughout the state. 
 

 
 

This month’s highlights include: 
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Courtesy of Wrigley Company/Mars, Inc. 

 
Governor Quinn announced that Wm. Wrigley Jr. Company will expand its facility in 
Yorkville and create 75 new jobs.  The company will strengthen its presence in its home 

state by adding production of Skittles, one of the world’s most popular candy brands, to its 
Yorkville facility. The 145,000 square feet expansion, assisted by the state of Illinois, will help 
Wrigley create 75 permanent manufacturing jobs and support hundreds of construction jobs.  
 
Wrigley will invest approximately $50 million to expand its Yorkville factory, where it currently 
employs about 300 people, by 2016. The state’s incentives package was a major factor in 
the company’s decision to expand in Yorkville.  
 
“For Wrigley, the decision to expand in Illinois was clear,” DCEO Director Adam Pollet said. 
“Nowhere else offers the skilled workforce, the logistical advantages and the quality of life. 
Putting down more roots here makes sense for Wrigley’s operations and for employee 
recruitment.” 
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Wrigley’s Yorkville plant has been a strong contributor to the community for more than 20 
years. For more information, visit www.wrigley.com and click here for the press release. 

 

 

 
Courtesy of Carlisle Construction Materials 

 
On April 28, Governor Quinn attended the grand opening to announce a new state-of-
the-art PVC manufacturing line at Carlisle Construction Material’s facility in Greenville. 

The state provided incentives and job training for the 23,000 square foot expansion project. 
Carlisle is a diversified manufacturer and supplier of premium building products for the 
commercial and residential construction markets and a recognized leader in the roofing 
industry. The company currently employs 260 full time and 40 temporary workers in 
Greenville. The new facility will implement a new process to produce PVC membranes used 
for commercial roofing applications. State-of-the-art manufacturing equipment will provide the 
widest selection of PVC products on the market and ensure the highest quality standards. 
 
For over 30 years, Carlisle has invested in Greenville with their existing manufacturing plant, 
providing many jobs and benefits for area residents. The addition of the PVC manufacturing 
line will create additional jobs for the community and further develop the local economy. Click 
here for the press release. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Courtesy of Carlisle 

 

 

 
Courtesy of Pegasus MFG Inc 

 
This May Governor Pat Quinn announced that Pegasus MFG Inc. will move to 
Galesburg, where it plans to hire at least 17 people. Pegasus, a supplier of precision 

parts and assemblies for many types of manufacturers, is relocating from Morgan Hill, Calif. 
DCEO approved incentives and job training for the company that are contingent on the new 
jobs and a capital investment of at least $1 million in Galesburg.  
 
Pegasus’ other options were to move to Texas or stay in California. Ruth Whitehead, chief 
executive officer of Pegasus, said, “Ultimately, we selected Illinois for many business factors, 
but one key element is the dedicated work ethic of the people, coupled with their willingness 
to do whatever it takes to get a job done. This culture is the best kept secret of the state.” 
 
Pegasus has operated for 14 years and uses advanced technology to achieve rapid design 
and prototyping of parts. Customers include Harley-Davidson Inc.; Heat and Control Inc., a 
manufacturer with a presence in Galesburg; Apple Inc.; and BNSF Railway Co. The 
company has begun operating at 1382 Enterprise Ave. in the Galesburg Industrial Park and 
is hiring employees now. For more information visit http://pegasusmfginc.com/ and click here 
for the press release. 
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Courtesy of AWEA 

 
This month DCEO participated at the American Wind Energy Association’s 
WINDPOWER 2014 Conference & Exhibition in Las Vegas. The conference brought 

together major players in the wind energy industry for high-impact business meetings and 
networking opportunities. 
 
The Illinois exhibit booth at WINDPOWER 2014 showcased the state’s wind energy sector 
and business incentives to thousands of attendees from around the world. Our partners 
included the Center for Renewable Energy at Illinois State University and the Illinois Institute 
for Rural Affairs at Western Illinois University. Click here for more information.  
 
Illinois is home to more than 30 manufacturers of wind turbine components, and has 
over 13,000 direct and indirect jobs tied to the wind industry. Our state has over 2,150 wind 
turbines generating enough electricity to power over one million Illinois homes. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Courtesy of Expopmin 

 
In April DCEO led a trade mission to the EXPOMIN 2014 Trade Show in Santiago, Chile.  

EXPOMIN is the world mining exhibition for Latin America and the world’s largest mining 
trade show outside the United States. DCEO’s Office of Trade and Investment (OTI) led a 
group of Illinois companies attending the mining exhibition and provided trade show booth 
space to exhibit products and other services.  
 
The mining industry offers important exporting opportunities, particularly for companies that 
provide technologies and products that bring cost reduction, improved productivity and more 
efficient and cleaner processes.   
 
EXPOMIN has global attendance from 35 countries, with over 1,600 exhibitors and up to 
7,000 attendees and 80,000 visitors. The U.S. International Pavilion occupied 3,400 square 
meters of exhibit space and was the largest country pavilion with over 200 exhibitors.  Click 
here for more information. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Small Business Success Story – GUSCO Silicone Rubber 

 
After a few years of working as a foreman in a silicon company, Gus Morales became 
restless and aspired for more responsibility in the business. Using his industry knowledge 
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and entrepreneurial skills, Mr. Morales opened GUSCO in 2010. He first sought assistance 
from the Procurement and Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) at the Illinois Small Business 
Development Center at the Women’s Business Development Center (WBDC) in Chicago in 
2011. 
 
GUSCO had earned the ISO 9001 certification, crucial in this industry, but struggled to 
acquire clients. This led Mr. Morales to turn to the PTAC for assistance. He met with PTAC 
counselors for guidance on pursuing government contracts. The PTAC assisted with every 
aspect of the business, from developing his elevator pitch to attending pre-award surveys for 
the Defense Contract Management Agency. 
 
Having clocked over 90 hours with PTAC counselors and hundreds of hours responding to 
proposals, GUSCO found success filling three separate contracts through the System of 
Award Management (SAM). In the past three years, GUSCO has substantially grown their 
client base and produce silicon products both for the government and for private clients in 
various industries such as healthcare, food and aerospace.  
 
In the past two years his revenues have doubled with a staff of only four employees. For 
more information visit http://www.guscosiliconerubber.com/. 

 

 
Gustavo "Gus" Morales 

President 

 

 
We know that Illinois is a great place to live and work, which is why millions of people call it 
home. With your help, we will make it even better. 
 
Please pass this newsletter along, and be sure to connect with us on social media for up to 
the minute announcements on programs, events and items of interest to businesses and job 
seekers across the state. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Adam Pollet, Director DCEO 
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